The Critical Thinking Course at Fayetteville State: A Pilot Study by Aghajanian, Akbar et al.
Fayetteville State University
DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State University
Sociology Department Working Papers College of Arts and Sciences
9-27-1996
The Critical Thinking Course at Fayetteville State:
A Pilot Study
Akbar Aghajanian
Fayetteville State University, aaghajanian@uncfsu.edu
Gregory Rich
Fayetteville State University, grich@uncfsu.edu
Patricia Heath
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/soci
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Arts and Sciences at DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State University. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Sociology Department Working Papers by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State
University. For more information, please contact xpeng@uncfsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Aghajanian, Akbar; Rich, Gregory; and Heath, Patricia, "The Critical Thinking Course at Fayetteville State: A Pilot Study" (1996).
Sociology Department Working Papers. Paper 4.
http://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/soci/4
Introduction 
The Critical Thinking Course at Fayetteville State: 
A Pilot Study 
by 
Akbar Aghajanian 
Gregory Rich 
Patricia Heath 
Fayetteville State University (FSU), a historically black college founded in 1867 with the printary 
purpose of training teachers, became a constituent part of the University of North Carolina system 
in 1972. Between 1987 and 1993, the school underwent a dramatic demographic transition. 
Enrollment increased by 53%, from 2,639 to 4,032. Black enrollment increased by one-third, and 
white enrollment doubled. The average Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) score for entering classes 
rose by 200 points. 
During this period the curriculum also underwent revision, including the addition of a critical 
thinking course required of all freshmen. This paper focuses on the grounds for instituting the 
course and the data regarding the course's effectiveness. 
A Nation at Risk, the 1984 study done by the National Conunission on Excellence in Education, 
concluded that U.S. college-age students were not reasoning as well as they should be. The study 
noted that 
"many 17-year-olds do not possess the 'higher' order' intellectual skills we should expect 
of them. Nearly 40 percent cannot draw inferences from written material; only one-fifth 
can write a persuasive essay; and only one-third can solve a mathematics problem 
requiring several steps" (9). 
At the sarne time, other studies emphasized the importance of critical thinking skills. According 
to "The Information Society," a 1982 brochure published by the Education Commission of the 
States, "The basics' of tomorrow are the skills considered to be of a higher level today. These 
skills include: evaluation and analysis skills, critical thinking, problem-solving strategies, ... " (23). 
And according to Academic Preparation for College, a 1983 College Board booklet, reasoning is 
a basic academic competency needed for college-level work (9-10). In 1989 the National 
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